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To all whom it may concern : :
Be itknown that I, CHARLES H. SHEPARD,
of New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented a new and
valuable Improvement in Hoof - Expanders;
and I dohereby declare that the following isa
full, clear, and exact deseription of the construe-
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
ing had to the annexed drawings, making a
part of this specification, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thereon.
Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a longitudinal central section of my hoof-
expander. Tig. 2 is a side view of the same.
My invention relates to devices for expand-
ing or widening horses’ hoofs; and it consists
in certain improvements upon the device for
which Letters PatentNo. 182,608 were granted
to me September 26, 1876, as will be herein-
after more fully set forth, and pointed ouf in
the claims.
A represents the top plate, which is ex-
tended to pass under the toe of the shoe, and
has near its rear end two studs or pins, ¢ a,

on which the two springs B B are placed..

The plate A is inserted beneath the toe of
the shoe from the rear toward the front, the
plate A being next the foot, and the plate D
on the outside, or farther from the foot than
A, and when so placed springs B B are al-
lowed to expand and catch against the in-
ner side of the shell of the hoof, and by their
force to expand the hoof. The inner ends
of these springs are enlarged, as shown, and
provided with slots at @ « to pass over the
studs or pins @ «. This construction allows
of detaching the springs, so that two differ-
ent lengths may be used in the same plate,
which is necessary when the distance of one
side of the hoof from the junction of the frog
and shell to the point of the frog is greater
than that of the other side, and also that a new

spring may be readily replaced when one is
broken.

Between the inner ends of the two springs
B Bisinserted a wedge, C, to keep the springs
spread apart a certain distance. The outer
corners of this wedge fit in notches ¢ i on the
springs, as show.

The wedge C can be removed, and another
wedge of different size inserted again, so as
to make the springs adjustable for different-
sized hoofs, and also to make the pressure on
the hoof greater or less at will.

This hoof-expander is applied and used in
substantially the same manner as set forth in
my former patent, above referred to; but in
such case I used a single V-shaped spring,
which was found not to answer the purpose as
well.

In my present invention the two springs are
separate, can be removed, and are adjustable
according to the pressure on thehoof required.

D is a bottom plate, fastened on the studs «a,
and holding the springs and wedge in their
places.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a device for expanding horses’ hoofs,
the separate and independent springs B B,
removably connected to the studs « ¢, and ad-
justed by a wedge, for the purpose herein, set
torth.

2. The combination of the oblong plate A,
springs B B, studs « a, wedge G, and plate D,
all constructed substantially as and for the
purpose herein set forth. *

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

CHAS. H. SHEPARD.

‘Witnesses: :

HowARD CAMPBELL, .
SAML. CAMPBELL.




